
Comparative statement of untouchability practices on a time scale  
Action Pre- 

poona pacti 
 

Poona pact 
to 
Independen
ce 

Post-
independen
ce 
1947-1989 

Post Atrocity act until 2010 

Well P1 P2  P3 P4 P5 P6 
P7 

P8 P9 

Water tape in ND area     
Water pub      
Pots of water in school   P10 P11 P12 
Water for Panchayat 
members 

  P13  

Shops   P14 P15 P16 
Mid-day meal   17  P18 
Vadu P19  P20 P21 P22  
Food for laborers     
Community meal P23  P24 P25 P26 P27 
Tea shop P28  P29 P30 

                                                
1 Gertrude Marvin Williams: pp 22 
2 Hutton: pp196 
3 I P Desai: pp 88 
4 Fuchs: 1951: pp 40 
5 Christoph Von Furer-Haimendorf: pp 22-3 
6 Sophie Baker: pp 50-1 
7 Harold Issac: pp50-1 
8 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp75-6 
9 Rosa Maria Perez: pp52 
10 I P Desai: pp227 
11 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp105 
12 Rosa Maria Perez: pp48 
13 I P Desai: pp 216-9 
14 I P Desai: pp 86 
15 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp76 
16 Rosa Maria Perez: pp69 
17 I P Desai: pp241 
18 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp104 
19 Gertrude Marvin Williams: pp 253 
20 I P Desai: pp 183 
21 Harold Issac: pp 62 
22 Fuchs: pp59 
23 Gertrude Marvin Williams: pp 220 
24 Fuchs: pp59 
25 Christoph Von Furer-Haimendorf: pp 22-3 
26 Sophie Baker: pp 153 
27 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp103 
28 Hutton: pp198 
29 I P Desai: pp 122; 255 



Non Dalit beggars   P31 P32 
Tea for Panchayat members   P33  
Tea at ND house   P34  
Dalit cooks in Mid-day 
meal 

    

Soda Pubs     
Liqour pubs     
Temple entry P35     P36  P37 P38 P39  P40 P41  

Mata no Madh P42  P43  
Prasad    P44 
Consecration of temple     
Katha/Parayan     
Satsang     
Sevices of Dalit holy 
men/wom 

    

ND priests service for Dalits P45  P46 P47 P48 P49 
Dalit religious places     
Touching worship articles     
Shaking hands   P50  
Accidental touch P51  P52 P53 P54   
                                                
30 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp79 
31 Fuchs: pp 58; 89 
32 Rosa Maria Perez: pp65 
33 I P Desai: pp 216;217;218;219 
34 Christoph Von Furer-Haimendorf: pp 21-2 
35 Hutton: pp153; 203 
36 Geo W Briggs: pp 201 
37 I P Desai: pp 86 
38 Harold Issac: pp50-1 
39 Fuchs: pp295 
40 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp103 (places of worship) 
41 Rosa Maria Perez: pp50 
42 Hutton: pp198 
43 Ibid; pp306 
44 Rosa Maria Perez: pp58; 145 
45 Hutton: pp193 
46 Fuchs: pp225 
47 Sophie Baker: pp 133 
48 Ibid; pp157 
49 Rosa Maria Perez: pp59 
50  Fuchs:pp81 
51 Geo W Briggs: pp 223 
52 I. P. Desai: pp 160; 187 
53 Harold Issac: pp50-1 
54 Fuchs: pp 57 



Smoking (huqaa/chalam P55  P56 P57 
Snuff     
Crossing umbro (thresh 
hold) 

  P58 P59 P60 P61 

Sitting on cot/chair   P62 P63  
D smoke defiling ND    P64 
Touching water/cooking 
pots 

P65  P66P67 P68 
P69 

P70 

Water sprinkles from Dalit 
body 

  P71  

Touching vegetables     
Sprinkling water at home 
entry 

  P72  

Touching food P73    
Sprinkling water at shop: 
money  

  P74  

Eve teasing of Dalit women   P75 P76 
D teacher touch to ND 
students 

  P77  

Bus P78  P79 P80 
                                                
55 Geo W Briggs: pp 47 
56 Fuchs: pp 363 
57 Rosa Maria Perez: pp61 
58 I P Desai: pp 86 
59 Fuchs: pp 61; 81 
60 Christoph Von Furer-Haimendorf: pp 22-3 
61 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp103 
62 I P Desai: pp 216;217  
63 Fuchs: pp 57; 81 
64 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp82 (ban on public smoking) 
65 The Cambridge History of India: Volume IV: pp 173 
66 I P Desai: pp 91-2 
67 Harold Issac: pp64 
68 Ibid; pp61 
69 Sophie Baker: pp 50 
70 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp75 
71 I P Desai: pp 89-90) 
72 Ibid; pp226 
73 Caleb Wright: pp 57 
74 I P Desai: pp 125 
75 Fuchs: pp74 
76 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp104 (treatment of SC women 

by non SC men) 
77 I P Desai: pp229 
78 Hutton: pp193 
79 I P Desai: pp 86;  
80 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp67 (public transport) 



Ration shop    P81 
Panchayat office   P82 P83 
Milk Dairy   P84 P85 
All D teachers treated 
equally 

   P86 

Chair for D Sarpanch     
Chair for D Talati     
ND midwives for Dalits     
Public health center    P87 
Bathing ghats P88  P89  
Washing Ghats   P90  
Dharamshala P91    
Postman   P92 P93 P94 
If Postman is D     
Services of D 
midwife/nurse 

    

Burial ground/cemetery P95  P96 P97 P98 
Multi purpose cooperative     
Side stepping P99 P100 P101  P102 P103 

P104 P105  
P106 

                                                
81 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp68 
82 Ibid: pp 86; 216;217 
83 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp70,104 
84 Ibid; pp184; 194 
85 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp95 
86 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp105 
87 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp67 
88 Geo W Briggs: pp 233 
89 I P Desai: pp 110 
90 Ibid; pp 110 
91 Hutton: pp 201 
92 Sophie Baker: pp92 
93 I P Desai: pp 86; 253 
94 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp72 
95 Hutton: pp198 
96 Fuchs:pp202 
97 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp103 
98 Rosa Maria Perez: pp73 
99 Gertrude Marvin Williams: pp 220 
100 Caleb Wright: pp 57 
101 Hutton: pp193 
102 I P Desai: pp 205-6-7-8 
103 Harold Issac: pp50-1 
104 Fuchs: pp81 
105 Sophie Baker: pp 153 



Sitting together in school  P107 P108 

P109  
 P110P111 P112  

Sitting on public square     
Participation in Gramsabha     
Access to Gauchar land    P113 
Disposal of Carcass   P114 P115 
Tying festoon     
Voice calling     
Melo   P116  
Indhoni    P117 
Dhol P118  P119 P 120 P121 
Kafan/Loogdu   P122  
Manual scavenging  P123 P124  P 125 P126 P127  
Dabhdo     
Datan     
Addressing ND as “baa' 
'Bapu' 

  P128  

Vacating bus sit for ND     
Mundan for Baa     
Touching feet of Baa   P129 P130 
                                                
106 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp69 (marriage 

processions banned on public road) 
107 The Cambridge History of India: Volume IV: pp 344 
108 Hutton: pp196; 201-2 
109 Geo W Briggs: pp 231 
110 I P Desai: pp 86;225-6 
111 Harold Issac: pp76 
112 Fuchs: pp121 
113 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp95,100 
114 I P Desai: pp 92, 144 
115 Rosa Maria Perez: pp3 
116 Ibid; 193; 203 
117 Rosa Maria Perez: pp89 
118 Geo W Briggs: pp 76 
119 I P Desai: pp 189; 190; 191 
120 Sophie Baker: pp 148 
121 Rosa Maria Perez: pp12; 74 
122 Fuchs: pp 56; 204 
123 The Cambridge History of India: Volume IV: pp 343 
124 Gertrude Marvin Williams: pp 58 
125 Sophie Baker: pp 80 
126 Harold Issac: pp56 
127 I P Desai: pp 162 
128 Harold Issac: pp43 
129 Fuchs: pp149 



Inter-caste marraige  P131  P132  
In-shirt/goggles/ornaments P133  P134 P135  136 
Participating in Navratri   P137  
Attending Panchayat 
meeting 

  P138  

Hiring house in ND area   P139  
Passing in village on vehicle    P140 
Passing dead body in ND 
area 

  P141  

Sitting on horse P142  P143  
Phuleku     
Playing music band for 
wedding 

P144    

Service of private doctor   P145 P146 
Employment in home 
industry 

  P147 P148 

D as owner of shop P149    
Potter    P150 P151 
Barber P152  P153P154 P155 P156 

                                                
130 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp69 (subversive forms of 

marriage blessing) 
131 Gertrude Marvin Williams: pp 220 
132 Christoph Von Furer-Haimendorf: pp 22-3 
133 Hutton: pp205 
134 Harold Issac: pp50-1 
135 Fuchs: pp58 
136 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp69 
137 Ibid; pp89 
138 I P Desai: pp214-8 
139  Ibid: 71;236-7 
140 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp82 (bicycle) 
141 Ibid; pp200 
142 Hutton: pp 205 
143 Fuchs: pp58; 143 
144 Hutton: pp 205 
145 I P Desai: pp 255 
146 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp67 
147  I P Desai: (construction work): pp 159 
148 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp94 (construction work) 
149 The Cambridge History of India: Volume IV: pp 343 
150 I P Desai: pp 86 
151 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp78 
152 Hutton: pp193 
153 I P Desai: pp 86 
154 Fuchs: pp78 
155 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp78 



Tailor P157  P158 P159 P160 
Hiring of cooking pots   P161  
Services of Private vehicles P162    
Electricity in D area     
Water distribution for D 
area. 

    

 
                                                
i (1) India and its inhabitants: Caleb Wright, A.M. Boston; published by L.P. Crown & 

Co. 1853  
 (2) The Chamars: GEO. W. BRIGGS, Oxford university press: 1920  
 (3) Understanding India: Gertrude Marvin Williams: COWARD-McCANN, Inc.: 

1928  
 (4) Caste in India: Its Nature, Function and Origin: J. H.Hutton: Oxford University 

Press: First published 1951 (Data Before 1931) 

                                                
156 Rosa Maria Perez: pp59 
157 Hutton: pp193 
158 I P Desai: pp 86 
159 Untouchability in Rural India: Shah, Mander, Thorat, Deshpande, Baviskar: Sage 2006: pp78 
160  Rosa Maria Perez: pp81 
161 Fuchs: pp 40 
162 Hutton: pp198 


